
Fellow Toastmasters, 
 
Greetings. 
 
I thank the district 65 fall 2012 conference co-chairs Linda Juteau and Nicole Kneedham for staging a 
wonderful conference. Their detail planning efforts and cheerful execution resulted in a successful 
conference. All of the attendees that I had the pleasure of talking shared the same sentiments. Their 
leadership and team work made the conference a delightful experience. THANK YOU. 
 
No conference of this dimension can be logistically executed without the help, support and commitment 
of the behind-the-scene shakers and movers – the conference committee team members. They are 
honorable mention here for their dedicated services - Katie Mitchell, Cathy Leonard, Ryan Morris, Arline 
Saiki, John Matthews, Claudette Ferrone, David Buddle, Lauren Mattia, Lori Wilson, Rachelle Cohen, 
Greg Karl, Wendy Eden and others are honorably mentioned here.  THANK YOU. 
 
The event emcees John Matthews, Peter Smith, Scott Leonard and others did a stupendous job. THANK 
YOU.  
 
All the conference educational workshop presenters (Eva Miller, Greg Karl and a non-Toastmaster Matt 
Episcope) the speech contestants for their humor and wit, the judges for their professionalism, the 
timers, the ballot counters, the contest masters and all other conference helpers, deserve our gratitude 
for stepping up and doing an admirable job. The local area sponsors for their generous support . THANK 
YOU.  
 
The presence of the 1992 World Champion of Public Speaking, Toastmaster Dana LaMon and 
International Director, Region 9, Wendy Harding were an added bonus for conference attendees. Their 
respective speech messages of “E is for Excellence: in speaking and leading” and “I can, I will and I am” 
were amiably added to the audiences repertoire. THANK YOU. 
 
The C&L Award winner, Mr. Raymond Lenarcic, a catalyst for charitable giving and community 
volunteering in the Mohawk Valley region, was a well deserving recipient. He inspired the members of 
the audience with his modesty and candor. THANK YOU. 
 
I congratulate the district 65 trio, Linda Lathrop, Kate Olsen and Jared Kronenberg for their leadership in 
coordination with the conference chairs and committee members.  Kudos also to all other district 
officers in performing their respective roles. THANK YOU. 
 
The conference venue? The historic and luxurious 102 year-old, Hotel Utica (An Ascend Collection hotel) 
with its crystal ballroom and old-world ambiance was a delightful experience. (On a personal note, I was 
flabbergasted to learn and thrilled to be at a place where legendary icons of the yesteryears had once 
stayed, such as singers Kate Smith, Dinah Shore, the Andrew Sisters, Johnny Cash, and Bobby Darrin; 
Hollywood actors such as Eddie Cantor, Jimmy Durante, Rita Hayworth, Victor Mature; politicians like VP 
Nelson Rockefeller, Bobby Kennedy, Rose Kennedy and Lady Eleanor Roosevelt; and baseball legend 
Jackie Robinson. Actress/Singer Judy Garland, sang from the mezzanine of the hotel to hundreds of 
admiring fans. Aviation pioneer, Amelia Earhart attended a luncheon in her honor in the same ballroom 
as our conference banquet –only 84 years earlier!)  I believe that Toastmasters of district 65 made a 
different kind of history - just by being there! THANK YOU FOR THE RICH EXPERIENCE – CONFERENCE 
CO-CHAIRS. 



 
It was a pleasure to see many toastmaster friends after a gap of several months and had an opportunity 
to meet many newer Toastmasters and first time conference attendees.  
 
The Utica conference (the first ever conference in the most eastern part of district 65) will be 
remembered by many Toastmasters for a long time and will be inducted in the archives of district 65 
conferences, as a standard bearer of excellence.  OUR POSSIBILITIES WERE INDEED HARVESTED. 
 
As a reader and Toastmaster of this THANK YOU note, if you missed out on this BIG ONE, make sure to 
attend the next BIG ONE in Rochester in April 2013. Get in touch with spring 2013 conference co-chairs, 
Patrick Olson and Ellen Pieklo with your ideas and volunteer to be on the conference team.  
 
My gratitude and best regards to all and HAPPY THANKSGIVING. 
 
 
Sam 
 
 
Sam Mehta, DTM, PDG 
Syracuse, New York 
November 19, 2012 
 


