
February 1, 2011 

Fellow Toastmasters in District 65: 
  
Each year, most clubs in the district attempts to do their best in achieving the TI initiated 
performance measurement goals (DCP or 'Distinguished Club Plan' goals). Some Clubs 
perform better than others.  
  
Without going into the long history of D-65 clubs and their performances, let us just look 
at the performance over the past three years of the top performing clubs in district 65. 
  
The following FIVE clubs achieved the high honor in becoming the 'President's 
Distinguished Club' for the past THREE CONSECUTIVE YEARS (2008-2010).  
  
Postprandial - central division 
Rochester High Noon - central division 
Empire Statesmen - eastern division 
Bristol Speakers - eastern division 
Morning Knights - southern division 
  
There were also many other fine Toastmasters clubs like AM Lockport and Speakeasy 
in the western division; Cayuga, Susquehanna in the souther division; Savvy 
Speakers, Mohawk Valley, Talkeaze and Orange Orators in the eastern division; and 
P.O.W.E.R., Daybreakers, Blues Expression, Toasted Sage, Mercury West, 
Speechcrafters and Geneva Toastmasters in the central division, who have also 
become President's Distinguished Clubs over the past three years, but not for the 
past three consecutive years. There are many other fine clubs in the district 
that become distinguished clubs or better, each year. Congratulations to all clubs for 
their fine performances. 
  
So what are common factors in the above FIVE clubs that makes them achieve year 
after year the President's Distinguished Club honor? Well, there are many factors that 
contribute towards this distinction and include the club leadership, member 
commitment, maintaining charter strength levels, pro-active membership and the 
passion to excel. There is also one addition factor, i.e., the number of years in service of 
providing communication and leadership to its members - i.e., the number of years in 
business! The total number of years that these five clubs are functioning amounts to 
175+ years! Does the number of years bring maturity, stability and excellence? They 
most certainly do but has nothing directly to do with becoming President's Distinguished 
Club. Let me share with you an example of a comparatively new club that is focused 
and on-track to become President Distinguished Club for the second consecutive 
year. This club has hands-on leadership and has already broken few records of a 
new club in district 65. WELCOME TO GENEVA TOASTMASTERS CLUB - the least 
recognized and one of the least talked about club in the district!   
  
Geneva Toastmasters Club turned 19 months old, this month. The Club was chartered 
in June 8, 2009 (during the 'Cannon' administration of TM year 2008/2009) with 



21 members. The current membership of the club is ideal and healthy 33 members. 
(There are only six other clubs in the entire district 65 that exceeds the 33 membership 
number of Geneva Toastmasters Club.) 
   
2009-2010 District Year: 
  
In Geneva Toastmaster's first full year of (2009-2010) of service to its members, the 
club achieved 10 out of 10 DCP goals and was one of the first two clubs early-on in the 
district-year to become Presidents Distinguished Club.   
  
Geneva Toastmasters Club was one of the handful of clubs (if not the only club) 
in entire district 65, to have achieved all the THREE INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
AWARDS - the 'Smedley' award, the 'Talk Up Toastmasters' award and the 'Beat the 
Clock' award. District 65 had 106 functioning clubs on the record. A truly remarkable 
achievement for a brand new club.   
  
2010-2011 District Year (current Year): 
  
As of January 21, 2011 and per TI records with seven months into the current year, the 
Geneva Toastmasters Club is the ONLY CLUB IN THE DISTRICT to have already 
achieved 9 goals out of 10 goals towards the DCP.  
  
As of January 21, 2011 and per TI records with seven months into the current 
Toastmaster year, the Geneva Toastmasters Club has already achieved 18 educational 
awards (CC, CL, ACB) - the highest in the district to-date. (P.O.W.E.R. Club in central 
division has to-date achieved the second highest educational awards of 8.) 
  
As of January 21, 2011 and per TI records with seven months into the current year, the 
Geneva Toastmasters Club has already acquired 8 new members and so has several 
other clubs in the district. (P.O.W.E.R. Club in central division currently leads the 
district with 15 new members. Congratulations.)  
  
The 19 month old Geneva Toastmasters Club will become President's Distinguished 
Club, for the second consecutive year, once the April 2011 dues are paid. Once again, 
an exceptional achievement for a new Toastmasters club. There maybe other newer 
clubs in district 65 which are performing equally well as Geneva Toastmasters. My 
congratulations to them too.  
  
Maybe the leaderships of some of the non-charter strength clubs in district 65 can be 
inspired by the achievements of this new and upcoming Toastmasters club? The 
Geneva Toastmasters Club has the energy, the flexibility in meeting-time and the 
passion to excel. In addition, their leadership seems to work wonders for their club 
and will once again this year help District 65 in becoming a distinguished district or 
better.   
  



Congratulations to the current club President Christopher Button (button@hws.edu) and 

the past club President Kate Olsen, DTM, PRO-D65 (klolsen@rochester.rr.com) and all 
the members of Geneva Toastmasters Club. The exemplary leadership is an inspiration 
to all clubs in district 65 and especially to the other newly formed clubs. Thank you. 
  
My wish is that majority of Clubs in district 65 become distinguished Clubs this year.  
  
Sam 
  
Sam Mehta, DTM, PDG.  
Syracuse, NY. 
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