
Fellow Toastmasters, 

  

It requires a great deal of passion and personal commitment for a Toastmaster to achieve the 

highest educational award of becoming a Distinguished Toastmaster (DTM).  

  

During the current year ending February 2012, four Toastmasters have achieved this high 

distinction, as follows: 

  

Lisa Lundy received her DTM on July 20, 2011, representing Clarence Toastmasters in the 

Western Division. 

  

Jared Kronenberg received his DTM on July 27, 2011, representing Rochester High Noon in 

the Central Division. 

  

Alan Turof received his DTM on September 27, 2011, representing Professionally Speaking in 

the Central Division. 

  

Kate Olsen received her  DTM on November 2, 2011, representing Spartan Speakers 

Toastmaster Club in the Eastern Division. 

  

These Toastmasters may have been recognized by their respective club members and maybe old 

news to some other Toastmasters, however I am taking the opportunity to inform the District 65 

Toastmasters who may not be aware of the recipients of the highest educational achievement 

awards this year. These four fine Toastmasters deserve the congratulations from district 65 

members as well as acknowledgments for this distinction. 

  

In addition, it gives me great pride in mentioning here that this is the 2
nd

 DTM for senior 

Toastmaster Alan Turof, PDG (member since 1974) and ALSO a 2
nd

 DTM for comparatively 

newer Toastmaster Kate Olsen, LGM (member since 2003). These two fine Toastmasters in 

particular are truly inspiring as well as motivating all Toastmasters to continue pursuing their 

educational goals, even when they have already achieved the highest educational award once 

before.  

  

Each time an educational award is achieved, a Toastmaster acquires new communication and 

leadership skills. Each time an educational award is achieved, a Toastmaster tends to become a 

better speaker, listener and evaluator. Each time an educational award is achieved, a Toastmaster 

becomes a better leader, mentor, coach and a sponsor. And each time an educational award is 

achieved, there is a sense of accomplishment and pride.  

  

At Toastmasters there is no end to learning and acquiring new skill sets. Programs such as 

conducting Speechcraft and Youth Leadership; sponsoring new clubs; initiating and participating 

in demo meetings; helping low-membership  clubs are all examples where Toastmasters can 

excel. The opportunity exists, the passion needs to be kept alive and personal satisfaction of 

accomplishments will undoubtedly follow.   

  



I courage all Toastmasters to follow by examples set by these four fine Toastmasters this year.  

We congratulate and acknowledge their wonderful achievements. 

  

If you get a chance, pleased send them a congratulatory e-mail message or congratulate them 

personally at a club meeting or at a district conference.  

  

  

Sam Mehta, DTM, PDG  

Syracuse, NY 

March 19, 2012 

 


