
July 5, 2011 

Fellow Toastmasters, 

How many Toastmasters do you know that have been District Governor twice; lived and worked 

in EIGHT districts; competed twice in the world championship of public speaking; and recruited 

most number of members in the world? 

Let me introduce Toastmaster Terry Schutt, DTM, PDG, PID. The majority of Toastmasters in 

District 65 may not know or remember the name of Toastmaster Terry Schutt. Well, I also did 

not know him as he had left District 65 about three years before I joined. However, I had the 

pleasure of meeting Terry at the district officers training in 2004 in Westford, MA and 

subsequently at several International conventions.  

Allow me to share with you the remarkable career and achievements of Toastmaster Terry 

Schutt, to-date. Terry joined Toastmasters in 1982 in San Jose, CA (District 4). He was the 

charter member of "Heads Up Toastmaster Club." In 1985-86 Terry was recognized by 

Toastmaster International for sponsoring the most new members in the world. In 1985 (and once 

again in 1990) Terry was the winner of the Governor's Sponsor award; Terry was the District 

65 Governor during 1988-89; the winner of Toastmaster-of-the-Year award in 1990; the 1989 

District Table Topic award winner. In 1993 he was awarded the coveted Pat Panfile-Ben Luce 

(then Ben Luce only) award; Terry also represented District 65 in the Region 7 Evaluator 

Contest. During his time in District 65, Terry was a member of Link and Susquahanna TM Clubs 

in Binghamton and my home-club, the Empire Statesmen in Syracuse, NY.  

After leaving District 65 in 1994, Terry moved to New Jersey and became part of District 38. He 

once again went through the chairs and in 1995-96 as District Governor he led District 38 

(Eastern PA/Southern NJ) to President's Distinguished District and #5 in the world - truly a 

remarkable achievement. Terry ran for the International Director and was elected to serve the 

1998-2000 term.  In the year 2000, Terry moved to the Boston area [District 31] marrying 

Marjorie Nowack, DTM, PDG of District 31 in 2001. They resided in Georgetown, MA until 

they relocated to Central VA in 2004.  

So here is a Toastmaster par excellence who has lived and worked in EIGHT TM Districts, i.e., 

San Jose/CA (District 4); Oklahoma (District 16); Ohio (District 10); Binghamton/Syracuse, NY 

(District 65); Eastern PA/Southern NJ (District 38); George Town/MA (District 31); 

Washington, DC (District 27); Virginia (District 29). In addition, Terry has been a district 

governor twice in two separate districts (65 & 38) and leading D-38 to become # 5 in the world; 

And in addition, reached finals (2002) and semi-finals (2010) of the International speech contests 

held at TM International conventions in San Antonio, TX and Palm Desert, CA, respectively.   

Currently Terry lives in District 29 which split from District 27 on July 1st of this year. Until 

then District 27 covered Washington, D.C. and the surrounding counties of Maryland and 

Virginia. After the split, District 27 is made up of the Maryland counties, Washington, and 

Virginia inside the beltway [I 495]. District 29 is comprised of the remaining counties of 

Virginia. 



The purpose of informing my fellow Toastmasters in District 65 is to inspire them of what they 

can do and achieve in Toastmasters. For many Toastmasters, it is a project and a means to an 

end. For others, it’s a life long journey full of achievements, fulfillment, excitement, friendship, 

leadership and learning.  

So next time you have an opportunity to attend an International convention or visit District 29 in 

Virginia, be sure and meet or look up Terry Schutt - a legend in District 65 and also a legend in 

Toastmasters International.  

Terry is indeed a Toastmaster to admire and emulate. Good luck and continued success to Terry.  

Sam Mehta, DTM, PDG 

PS. If you would like to write to Terry, his e-mail address is terryschutt@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:terryschutt@yahoo.com

