
Fellow Toastmasters, 
  
Those who are students of history know of him well. Those who are not, also have heard and learned of 
him. Those who live in Rochester, NY know of him very well.    
  
He lived and worked in Rochester for most of his adult life. He published his four-page weekly newsletter 
called "The North Star" in Rochester, NY. The motto of the newspaper was "Right is of no Sex - Truth is 
of no Color - God is the father of us all, and we are all brethren." 
  
He made a bold and historical announcement at a meeting in Syracuse, NY about one of the most 
important national document, removing any doubts that the contents of this document did not have any 
hidden agendas or prejudicial connotations.  
  
Born of mixed parents, he relatively had a comfortable childhood. However, as a young man of 16, he 
was whipped daily and barely fed by his brutal employer. He was left cold and hungry most of the time 
and experienced down-right degradations. Although broken psychologically, he ultimately rebelled against 
the beatings and fought back. He finally was able to escape crossing the Susquehanna River by ferry and 
reached New York. 
  
He always strived to educate himself and exposed himself to a new realm of thought that lead him to 
question and then condemn the unjust social order and defining his views on freedom, human rights, and 
dignity of man.  
  
At age 23 he overcame his nervousness and gave one of his first stirring eloquent speech in Nantucket, 
Mass. He later confined that his legs were shaking while giving the speech, but  learned to overcome his 
nervousness. A correspondent covering the event reported that speech made"Flinty hearts were pierced, 
and cold ones melted by his eloquence." He became an extraordinary orator and spent rest of his life 
giving literally hundreds of powerful speeches in getting his message of equality and justice for all.  
  
He participated in the Seneca Falls Convention, the birthplace of the American feminist movement, 
and signed its Declaration of Sentiments.    
When he first published his autobiography, skeptics attacked the book and questioned whether a self-
taught man could produce such an eloquent piece of literature. Later, thousands of copies were sold not 
only in United Sates, but all over Europe and translated in French and Dutch languages. He spent two 
years in Great Britain and Ireland, where he gave many lectures. This was around the same time when 
the Potato Famine in Ireland had just begun and the University of Rochester was established.    
  
He was a man of staunch principle and many labeled  him as a rebel. He once said that "I would unite 
with anybody to do right and with nobody to do wrong." He strongly believed and practiced that "education 
for all" was key to improving one's life and be successful.  
  
He conferred with several US Presidents and associated with many powerful political personalities, both 
supporting and opposing his views. His eloquence gathered crowds at every location he went and 
his speeches added to his stature as a human rights leader.  
  
Looking back, he is known today as a reformer, orator, editor, and a statesmen. A pioneer in the rights of 
underprivileged and a crusader of equality of all people, especially the non-voting women of the time. He 
used his public speaking oratory with powerful words of communication and demonstrated leadership in 
his actions. Getting standing ovations became a common phenomenon at the events where he spoke and 
many of these speeches were given extemporarily.  
  
His first marriage was to a "free" person in Baltimore and they had five children. He married a second 
time to a feminist from Honeoye, NY who was a graduate of Mount Holyoke College. When his house on 
South Avenue in Rochester, NY burned down (arson was suspected) he finally moved to a house on a hill 



above the Anacostia River in Washingtonian, D.C., which later came to be known as Cedar Hill. This 
house stands today as a national historical site. During the upsurge of the Civil Rights Movement in 1965, 
the US Postal Department published a postage stamp in honor of this great man. 
  
Testimony and tribute to his powerful oratory came from his friends and foes alike.  He published several 
books and some became best-sellers of the time. He renounced the "degradation of women and the 
perpetuation of great injustices and maiming and repudiation of one-half of the moral and intellectual 
power of the Government of the world." He projected that the world would be a better place, if women 
were involved in the political sphere. His tireless efforts eventually helped free millions of citizens who did 
have equal rights.       
  
So what is all this got to do with Toastmasters?   
  
Is it quite possible and even probable that as a young man Ralph Smedley, the founder of Toastmasters 
organization may have been inspired and influenced by this great public communicator. Smedley may 
have learned from this legendary American hero, the power of communication and 
demonstrated leadership. The result may be the start of a formal public speaking organization, so that 
masses could be encouraged and educated with the benefits and power of public speaking and practice 
of leadership.  
  
We take education, learning, and free speech as our inalienable rights, where as in his case it was a 
punishable crime and his speeches were largely met by protest and humiliation.   
   
This great leader is buried at the Mount Hope Cemetery in Rochester, NY. We Toastmasters in district 65 
can take pride in having the club # 6898 named after this visionary leader. If you have not yet guessed 
the name of this giant our history  - check out the club's name? 
  
I have had the privilege of visiting this club on several occasions and have come to know over the period 
of years, many of its fine and very talented members.  
  
Best regards, 
  
Sam  
Sam Mehta, DTM, PDG 
August 17, 2009 

1)  
 

From: lathroplinda@yahoo.com 
To: SamMMehta@aol.com 
Sent: 9/8/2009 8:52:39 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time 
Subj: Re: A interesting page from history..... 
  
Sam, 

Thanks for sharing this interesting bit of Toastmaster's history. 

Linda LAthrop, ACG, ALB 

District 65 Southern Division Governor, 2009-2010 

 

(2) 
  
In a message dated 9/8/2009 10:17:37 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time, 
esuom@redsuspenders.com writes: 



Dear Sam, 
Thank you so much for your 'introduction" and the minibiography you forwarded of Frederick Douglass. 
I know I need to be regularly stimulated by these inspiring accounts.  Thank you so much for passing 
the inspiration on.   
 
 Sincerely, Dorothy Mauser,  Wayne Articulators Tm in Wayne County 

(3) 
 
In a message dated 9/8/2009 1:36:19 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, 
Lorraine.Mott@cooperindustries.com writes: Sam – that is a lot of research and very 

interesting history.  Thanks for sharing.  I hope to get to visit their club someday soon as I have already 

met many of their members in training! 

 

(4) 

In a message dated 9/8/2009 2:18:11 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, tsergent@rochester.rr.com writes: 

 
Thanks Sam, and now we have a new bridge named after him along with Susan B Anthony, (the 
Douglas/Anthony bridge) crossing the mighty Genesee River, carrying 10,000s of cars over the deep 
waters everyday on NY-490.....Thanks again for the article, ........Best                                                    

Tom 

(5) 

  

In a message dated 9/8/2009 3:10:32 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, seaiturof@yahoo.com writes: 

 

Sam - 
Thanks for the history on club #6898 (FD TM).  I am so glad you educated me on this. 
 

Al Turof 

 
(6) 

  

In a message dated 9/9/2009 12:08:52 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time, klolsen@rochester.rr.com writes: 

Hello Sam, 

This is excellent! I am so happy that you took the time to send this to me. I will send it to 

my new club Geneva Toastmasters. I am teaching them as much as I can. I have sent my 

educational article for this week, so this will be my article for next. 

I disagree with not putting this in the D65 yahoo list.  

As usual, you have written an excellent article.  

Best Wishes, 

Kate Olsen 



(7) 

In a message dated 9/9/2009 11:45:54 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, rlogan1@stny.rr.com 

writes: 
Sam, 
  
When I read the email I made a mental note to myself to write you back about it, but put it off till 
now.  I think your email was certainly informative and interesting.  I knew which club it was almost 
from the start, but many people in the District might not be aware this club exists.  I think it had 
enough material on Toastmasters to be posted to the list serve.  As I said earlier, I think if there 
are ever questions, it really should be a decision from the sitting DG whether or not something is 
appropriate. 
  
I personally found the information you presented acceptable, and can't see why anyone would 
have an issue with it.  Again, if someone isn't interested, it just takes a key stroke to delete it.  I 
learned some information I never knew before, and found your note more interesting and no less 
appropriate than most of the recent posts.  I sometimes think a few of the people post things just 
to see their name and to initiate discussion or debate.  Roger Morehouse recently asked who did 
evaluations.  He had more in the email, which related to emails, but obviously everyone does or 
has been evaluated. 
  
Thank you for sharing the information on the person behind the unnamed club. 
 
Bob Logan, ATM-G, CL, PDG 

 

 


