
September 22, 2010 
 
Fellow Toastmasters,  
  
My home-club the 'Empire Statesmen Toastmasters' club # 1427 is striving this month to achieve the 
'Smedley Award.' The club already has four new members to-date and we have two more club meetings 
before September 30 deadline. Everyone in our club and especially the executive committee members 
are working hard to achieve this goal.  
  
Last year (July 1 to June 30, 2010) district 65 had only one club which qualified and received the coveted 
Smedley Award. Under the leadership of club President Kate Olsen, DTM, the Geneva Toastmasters 
Club # 01302977, was the only club from some 100+ clubs in district 65 to have achieved this honor.  
  
About 672 clubs in 81 districts around the world qualified and received the Smedley award last year. 
(There are 12,000+ TM clubs in the world, so only about 1/2 of 1% qualified. From as low as recruiting 5 
new members (also dual & reinstated members are counted) during the months of August and 
September, to as many as 30+ new members each, were recruited by these 672 clubs.   
  
The Smedley Award criteria has nothing to do with the size of the club or the size of the district or number 
of clubs in the district or how new or how long the club is in business. It has everything to do with how 
active, energized and interested the club members are in getting new members on board during the 
months of August and September. Of course the individual club's leadership plays an important role in 
making it happen. Once again, some of us saw it happen last year at the 'Geneva Toastmasters Club' # 
01302977 but most TM in D-65 didn't! What an honor to be part of 1/2% of the clubs in the world? I 
believe it is as prestigious as becoming a distinguished club.  
  
Your club can also achieve this honor. It's really within your club's circle of influence. There are exactly 
EIGHT days left till September 30. Go for it as we are going for it at our club. 
  
Good luck. 
  
Sam 
Sam Mehta, DTM, PDG 
"Achieving Greatness Together" 
  
The Smedley Award qualifying criteria and eligibility: 
Any club in good standing can add five new, dual, or reinstated members between August 1 and 
September 30. By doing so, your club will qualify to receive a "Smedley Award" ribbon to display on your 
club’s banner. In addition  to the ribbon, qualifying clubs will also earn a special discount code for 10% off 
their next club order (note: the discount code expires six months from date of issue). 
 


