
Fellow Toastmasters, 
 
Good morning and greetings. 
 
It is often said that planning a conference is somewhat similar to planning a wedding! There is fair 
amount of truth in this statement as there are many similarities between the two events. At the end of 
the conference and in looking back, it’s a matter of planning, working together as a team, commitment 
and hard work. This spring 2013 district conference demonstrated all of these elements and more.  
 
I sincerely thank the district 65 spring 2013 conference committee team lead by conference co-chairs, 
Patrick Olson and Ellen Pieklo, who did a wonderful job and made the conference enjoyable and a 
learning and entertaining experience for all attendees. Their detail planning efforts and excellent 
executions of every aspect of the three-day event, resulted in an overall success.  
 
No conference of this dimension can be logistically executed without the help, support and commitment 
of the behind-the-scene shakers and movers – the conference committee team members and other 
supporting individuals, including but not limited to – Kathie Garrand, John Englebert, Eloit Katz, 
Stephanie Siuda, Nancy Scott, Carol Stafford, Mike McDermott, Leo O’Conner, Roger Morehouse, Mike 
Slyck and Charulata Chawan. Thank you for your dedicated services. 
 
All the event emcees including Paul German, Eva Miller and Scott Leonard for doing a stupendous job. 
THANK YOU. Special recognition and thanks to Scott Leonard who was one the busiest Toastmasters at 
the three-day event. As the Sergeant-At-Arms, a work shop presenter and the step-in emcee at variety 
of events, Scott truly demonstrated the “can do” and “will do” attitude and in process did an awesome 
job of entertaining with his unique sense of humor and wonderful facilitations. Scott exemplifies 
Toastmasters versatility. Thank you Scott.  
 
All the six conference educational workshop presenters including Bill Cassells, Les Robinson, Pamela 
Ameigh, David Makuch, Stephanie Siuda and Scott Leonard. Thank you. I had the pleasure of attending 
Bill Cassells’ and Stephanie Siuda’s workshops. They were great and I am told by many that the other 
four workshops were equally great and a tremendous opportunity of listening and learning.  The 
workshop ‘introducers’ also did an excellent job. THANK YOU. 
 
Contest Masters Arlene Brown and Donna Sokolowski and contest judges for their professionalism; the 
timers, the ballot counters for diligently executing their responsibilities. The inspiration messages from 
Joan Post and Sarah Testa for doing an admirable job. The local area sponsors for their generous 
support. THANK YOU.  
 
Tom Nanni of the Rochester High Noon Club in the central division won the Tall Tales Speech contest. 
Dennis Gauda of the Northpointe/Grandpioneer/Clarence Clubs in the western division won the 
International Speech contest. All speech contestants gave remarkable performance. Thank you all. 
Dennis Gauda will proudly represent district 65 in the semi-final event of International Speech Contest 
at the International Convention in Cincinnati, OH [August 21-24]. We wish Dennis success and the best 
of luck, in bringing home the ‘World Champion of Public Speaking’ trophy.  
 
The presence of the 1993 World Champion of Public Speaking, Toastmaster Jim Kay, DTM was indeed an 
added bonus for conference attendees. Jim’s workshop, the key note address and other presentations 
were powerful learning experience for all. Thank you Jim for honoring Distrct 65 with your presence.  



 
The C&L Award winner, Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks was a worthy recipient and she 
inspired the audience with her modesty and candor. A great selection for a praiseworthy award. 
 
The district council meeting was professionally conducted by the district governor with support from 
parliamentarian John Sleeth. Due to the absence of district treasurer and members of the audit 
committee, many of the questions and inquiries by Toastmasters in the audience, remained 
unanswered.     
 
Toastmaster Mike Slyck, ATMB, PDG was the winner of the district 65 prestigious Pat Panfile-Ben Luce 
Memorial Award. Wit humility and candor, Mike prefers to identify himself as an OTM. (Ordinary 
Toastmasters). Mike thank you for your long and productive services to the members of the district 65.  
 
Twenty-four Toastmasters were recognized at the banquet event for achieving triple or more education 
awards in a year. Five of these awardees earned their DTM. Congratulations to all and thank you district 
leadership for initiating this recognition system.  
 
I congratulate the top three district 65 leaders, Linda Lathrop, Kate Olsen and Jared Kronenberg for their 
leadership in coordination with the conference chairs and committee members.  Kudos also to all other 
district officers in performing their respective roles.  
 
It was once again a pleasure to see and meet many toastmaster friends after a gap of six months and a 
delightful opportunity to meet many newer Toastmasters and first time conference attendees.  
 
Each district conference has its unique characteristics and each conference is remembered by its 
attendees for a variety of reasons and experiences. The spring 2013 district conference “Spring Into 
Action” will be remembered among many things, for its first-ever on-line registration. There are always 
opportunities to do things differently given the hindsight. Conferences in many ways are work-in-
progress which continuously requires adjustments and fine-tuning. We all learn from our respective 
experiences in order to improve upon what we have accomplished to-date. The spring 2013 district co-
chairs and their team of dedicated Toastmasters did an excellent job and we appreciate and thank them 
once again for their fine services and performances.  
 
As a reader and Toastmaster of this THANK YOU note, if you missed out on the spring 2013 conference, 
make sure to attend the fall 2013 district conference in Buffalo on November 15 thru’ 17, 2013 at The 
Adam’s Mark Hotel. Get in touch with fall 2013 conference co-chairs, Marcy Dexheimer and Frank 
Scarpinato with your ideas and volunteer to be on the conference team.  
 
My gratitude and best regards to all and HAPPY MOTHERS DAY. 
 
 
Sam 
 
 
Sam Mehta, DTM, PDG 
Syracuse, New York 
May 6, 2013 
 


