
April 26, 2010 
 
Fellow Toastmasters,  
  
Good morning and greetings. 
  
Here is a brief summary of the spring 2010 conference highlights in Corning, NY.  
  
Our thanks to conference co-chairs Joe Cunningham and Linda Lathrop and the team of dedicated 
conference volunteers who worked hard over many months in  making this conference an enjoyable 
event for all attendees.  
  
Toastmaster Stacy Munechika from central division was placed first in the Tall Tales contest event ('Barry 
and Me'). John Allen from Syracuse Toastmasters was placed second ('Watch Out for Rhinos'); and 
Kevin McCue of Grand Pioneer/Larkin Leaders Clubs was placed third ('With or Without You!'). 
Congratulation to all.  
  
In the International Speech contest, Kevin McCue was placed first ('The Law of Supply'); D'Lores 
Simmons of Frederick Douglass was placed second ('Words Can Do It'); and Mel Chesbro of Empire 
Statesmen was placed third ('One Drop at a Time'). Congratulation to all. He represents District 65 in the 
semi-finals of the at the International Convention in Palm Desert,  California, in August. All Toastmasters 
in district 65 are rooting for Kevin to win at the International Convention. We want the world champion of 
Public Speaking to be from D-65.  Good luck Kevin. 
  
All the eight contestants in both of the speech contest events were excellent speakers and the 
competition was tough but interesting and exciting. Congratulations to all 16 contestants. They did a 
marvelous job.  
  
Congratulations to Lorraine Mott as the incoming District Governor for the year 2010-2011; Stephanie 
Siuda as the incoming LGET; and Linda Lathrop as the incoming LGM. Congratulations to all other 
incoming elected and appointed district officers.  
  
Bob Logan, past district governor (2007-2008) was the recipient of the Pat Panfile - Ben Luce 
Memorial Award for 2010.  Congratulations Bob.  
  
The C&L Award was presented to Chris Calhoun; President, Norwich Pharmaceuticals Inc., in Norwich, 
NY. was his community services, especially in the area of youth motivation  and development. Mayor of 
Corning, Rich Negri (a one-time Toastmaster) was also present at the C&L luncheon.  
  
Keynote speakers Toastmaster Dr. Cornelia Yonder; Toastmaster Kristal DiCarlo (ID); and Toastmaster 
John Edwards (D-65 Int. Speech Contest winner - 2008), all gave excellent presentations. Thank you. 
  
I was unable to attend any of the seven scheduled workshops, but I have been told that they were all very 
good and informative. Thank you to the presenters for their efforts.  
  
All Toastmasters who performed various important functions such as emcees, invocations, contest 
officials, registrations, hospitality room, toast-makers, workshop and event activators, etc., etc. Thank you 
for your services. Special thanks to Kate Olsen of central division, the chair of Basket Raffle.    
  
About 45 clubs were represented at the conference. Southern division had the largest number of clubs 
represented (73% or 14 of the 19 clubs). Of the 30 current district officers,60% or 18 attended. A record 
number of 13 Empire Statesmen Toastmasters Club members attended the district conference.   
  



The overall of conference attendance was around 80+ Toastmasters and guests, which translates to 
about 5% of the D-65 Toastmasters. 
  
To the 95% of D-65 Toastmasters who did not or could not attend for variety of reasons, and I urge them 
to consider attending future district conferences. It will indeed be an experience that you will enjoy, learn 
and remember.   
  
Once again, thank you all and especially members of the southern divisions clubs. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
Sam  
  
Sam Mehta, DTM, PDG 
"Recruit, Train, Retain" 
 


