
August 6, 2009 
 
Fellow Toastmasters, 
  
I met my friend Louise (name changed for privacy) over the weekend after a lapse of some 2 or 3 years. 
Although I was very happy to see her, I was somewhat taken-back in seeing her lose about half of her 
body weight. Understandably, she has not be keeping well due to various health related issues - some of 
them pretty serious ones. (I won't go into the details of her ailments, as they may not be very pleasant for 
some readers). She has also moved up to an age level where simple daily chores become major projects 
of accomplishments. In spite of her many physical ailments, she kept a pleasant disposition during our 
conversation and  attempted to smile and even giggle at every given opportunity. I know it was difficult for 
her to do so, but in a way she wanted to convey to me that she may be physically down, but had not lost 
her wit and sense of humor. In addition, I believe that she also wanted to make sure that I 
was comfortable and that nothing had changed since we last met. What a gracious lady! Toastmasters 
program has definitely played a major role in the twilight years of her life and she is proud of her 
association and personal accomplishments.   
  
It was only few years ago that she had won the district's coveted Tall Tales Contest award and even at 
that time she had great difficulty in keeping her balance, especially when climbing up and down the 
speaking platform. I remember that afternoon in Rochester well. She was indeed a talented speaker with 
natural built-in humor and wit. I naturally reminisce about that speech-event during our conversation 
and saw instant tears of joy filling-up her eyes. Looking back, I am certain now that she very much 
wanted me to re-live and share that moment with her - one more time!  
  
She had so many questions for me regarding Toastmasters, because as she puts it - "I am unable to 
keep up with what is going on." I started telling her about the  recent club officers training and she 
interrupted me by saying that her club always sent all seven of their club officers. I asked her if she was 
attending her club meetings and with a sadden face she said no, but quickly followed by saying "I am still 
dues paying member!" She said that her hearing has almost gone ("in spite of wearing these 
stupid hearing aids") and she could not hear or understand what was being said during the course of 
the club meetings. Furthermore, when she was asked to speak or take-up a role, she became little 
nervous and even confused. So she has stopped going to the club meetings but is still a "dues paying 
member." I made the mistake of asking her why is that? Her response was quick and simple - as if she 
was waiting to be asked! "I want it written in my obituary that I was a Toastmaster in good standing 
of XYZ Toastmasters Club in Syracuse for more than 20 years."  
  
Angles exist, but sometimes they don't have wings..... we call them friends. 
  
God bless my friend Louise - a proud and happy Toastmaster.  
  
Sam 
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